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GME representing Growing Media industry

• Small industry

• 1,3 billion EUR

• Mainly SME’s 

• Unknown to average consumer

• BUT key role in horticulture, 

food production, afforestation, 

urban greening and gardening
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How are growing media produced?

Sourcing of raw materials

Storage and upgrade RM

Mixing

Hobby products Professional products

bagsbulk

Big 

bales/ 

bigbags
bags
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How is the FPR impacting the GM production?

Sourcing of raw materials

Storage and upgrade RM

Mixing

Hobby products Professional products

bagsbulk

Big 

bales/ 

bigbags
bags
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1. Sourcing of Raw Materials 
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• Constant reduction of share of primary raw materials

• Focus on decreasing the environmental footprint of all RM

• Circular products:

• Green waste compost, barks, plant fibers, coir

products, coffee grounds, rice hulls, spent substrates, 

… 

Tailor-made

products in 

constant 

innovation
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1. Sourcing of Raw Materials: woodfibers
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• Innovative product

• Developed and finetuned over the last 5-10 years towards valuable raw materials for Growing

media  

• Very low environmental footprint 
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Fiberisation

Colouring and compensating N



1. Sourcing of Raw Materials: woodfibers
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• Initial 2019/1009 did not include fiberisation as process to treat plant materials (CMC2)

• Delegated regulation has included now fiberisation

• BUT Max temperature of 100°C and no additives except water

• Rationale found in strubias report for pyrolysis products (CMC14)

• Further steps

→ Sampling and analysis of products for CMC14 parameters

→ CMC 1 / Reach registation approach
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2. Storage and upgrading of RM
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• Pathogen levels tested as a parameter to evaluate the effectiveness of the sanitation, prior to 

entering a growing media production site

• Potential regrowth of pathogens in RM during storage and mixing

• This does not necessarily mean that the fertilising product mix would automatically no longer 

be a compliant EU fertilising product

Rationale well explained in the FAQ issued by the EU Commission
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3. Mixing 
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• 2021/C 119/01 states that a GM (PFC 4) cannot contain fertilisers, liming materials, plant 

biostimulants, or products belonging to other PFCs.

• Only blends (PFC7) are possible in this case

• Such type of blends should be labelled by displaying the requirements for each of the individual 

constituent products

• Makes labelling complicated! 
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4. Labelling of growing media products

Hobby products Professional products

Bulk products → accompanying document

Bagged products

• Bigbales/bigbags → sticker or 

accompanying document

• Bags → 1 bag = > 1000 mixes 

Bagged products

• Bigbags → sticker or 

accompanying document

• Bags → 1 bag = 1 mix 

Policy-related workshop EU fertilising products regulation GrowingMedia 2021



4. Labelling of growing media products: approach

Solution: digital labelling!

Go to website

Insert ID- code 

from bag

Obtain all product-

specific parameters 

and labelling

requirements for your

specific Growing

Media Product  

Policy-related workshop EU fertilising products regulation GrowingMedia 2021



12

Other outstanding issues for GM

• Certification 
• Tailor-made products 

• >1000 mixes per production site

• Product/batch certification impossible!!

• Module D certification only workable solution

• Notified bodies: status uncertain 

• Compatibility with other regulations

• Plant health regulation

• Organic farming regulation
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Thank you!

Dr. Nele Ameloot

nele.ameloot@growing-media.eu


